
NEWSLETTER
Week 6 Term 1  2026
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It has been great to have received feedback from many families over the past few weeks regarding our high
expectations at Upwey High School. We thank all members of our community for reaching out to provide this
important feedback that enables us to continue to build partnerships that are positive by displaying two of our key
school values; Kindness & Respect. In light of some feedback about our new attendance expectations, please see
our reworded ‘Key to Opportunities’ section on the last page of this week’s newsletter.

Community support for USH comes in all shapes and sizes and we are extremely pleased to announce an amazing
fundraising day for our school through the Upwey Tecoma Lawn Bowls Club - see page 5 for all the details!

Student leadership is such a fantastic way for students to become involved in school life and we are incredibly
pleased to announce this year’s student leadership team for all year levels (see below). Well done to all students who
applied and congratulations to those who have been successful. It has been a very busy week at UHS in Week 6 and
this is a bumper edition of our Weekly News -  enjoy the reading!

We hope all members of our community have a relaxing and enjoyable long weekend and we will see the students
back at school on Tuesday.

Rachel Lynch , Principal

NEXT WEEK
Monday March 9

Tuesday March 10

Wednesday March 11

Public Holiday - Labour Day

Friday March 13

Thursday March 12

NAPLAN (Year 7 and Year 9)
Year 10 Central Information Night
Year 9 NZ Volleyball Information Night

Knox Division Swimming
Year 10 Handball Sports Excursion

NAPLAN (Year 7 and Year 9)

NAPLAN (Year 7 and Year 9)
Senior Formal



Our Intermediate (Year 9 & 10) Sports Day was a fantastic success,
with a total of 80 students representing the school across Volleyball
and Tennis. It was great to see such strong participation, positive
attitudes, and teamwork throughout the day. All students
competed with enthusiasm and demonstrated excellent
sportsmanship, supporting one another both on and off the court. A
special mention to our 10B Volleyball girls team for finishing 1st in
their pool, and to our 10A Volleyball Girls team for securing 2nd in
their pool — fantastic achievements that reflect the hard work,
commitment and teamwork shown by both teams throughout the
day. In tennis, both of our boys teams played hard and had several
close matches, but unfortunately we fell short, losing to Rowville
East. Overall, we are very pleased with their efforts!
Well done to all students involved for representing the school so
proudly and thank you to our staff who volunteered their time to
support out wonderful sports program! 

~ Rachael Block & Maddy Somervaille - Co-Directors of School
Sport

Intermediate Sport Update

Last Wednesday, the Unit 3 Biology students went to the Yarra Ranges Tech School to participate in a Genetics
Workshop. The session provided students with the opportunity to use gene technologies such as Gel
Electrophoresis and CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing tools. They carried out tests to observe how scientists are using
CRISPR-Cas9 to remove the mutated gene that causes Cystic Fibrosis, with the goal to repair this gene in future
patients, as well as the ethics surrounding these technologies. A great hands on way to learn key knowledge in
preparation for their first outcome. 
~ Merryn Garratt, Year 12 Biology teacher & Careers Leader

Year 12 Genetics Workshop

We are really pleased to announce our Year 10 House Captains for 2026-
Abby Crocco, Joelan Brotheridge, Azriel Tan, Callum Herron and Mishank
Sarwal. These amazing young people went through the application
process and demonstrated outstanding leadership qualities.
Congratulations to each of them! We are really looking forward to a
wonderful year!
-Amanda Petrie (Year 10 Team Leader)
Jeremy Coates (Assistant Year 10 Leader)

Some of Year 10 students enjoying their ‘Cornish Pastries’
in the sun on Friday morning!



Mummies Alive in Outdoor
Pursuits
After looking at bandages and sling
techniques in a first aid unit of work in
outdoor pursuits the students had 10
minutes to make the best mummy. The
results speak for themselves. 
~ Harry Potter, Outdoor Pursuits teacher

Year 11 Geography FieldworkThe Year 11 Geography class completed their first fieldwork
excursion during class on Monday afternoon, catching the
train to locations in both Upper Ferntree Gully and Belgrave to
observe and analyse the management of a biological
hazard. Fieldwork is an integral part of studying geography
and the first unit of study – Hazards and disasters. Students
were identifying invasive weeds and how they were being
managed around rail infrastructure using goats as a
management tool. The students have since used this data
collected to complete a fieldwork report on weeds and how
they are managed. It was a great afternoon out of the
classroom and into the field and we are all looking forward to
the next fieldwork excursion to Cockatoo to look at another
geographical hazard; Bushfires. 
~ Nick Somervaille, Year 11 Geography teacher

What an amazing Opportunity! Only $15 per session for youth 16 years and above. 2026 Cookery Bootcamps –
Hands‑On Training in Our Commercial Kitchens! Give your students a real taste of the culinary world with our
2026 Cookery Bootcamps at Box Hill Institute- Lilydale campus. These immersive, hands‑on sessions are
perfect for students exploring a cookery pathways.

Participants will work alongside our chef Stephane LeGrand to prepare two classic dishes:
 • Green pea & mushroom risotto finished with parmesan
 • Hand‑shaped Fougasse (French artisanal bread)

The best apron award goes into the draw to win a professional cookbook, perfect for inspiring young chefs.

Bootcamp Dates:
 • Wednesday 15 April 2026 – Group 1
 • Thursday 16 April 2026 – Group 2
Learn more and register here:
https://info.boxhill.edu.au/cookery-
bootcamps/

https://info.boxhill.edu.au/cookery-bootcamps/
https://info.boxhill.edu.au/cookery-bootcamps/






UHS Classroom
Routines

Before Lesson

During Lesson

End of Lesson

Line up outside the classroom on time, entering calmly
when directed to by staff

Be prepared for learning - have all equipment 
(including a charged laptop)

Wait for formal greeting and roll call / entry activity

Actively participate to the best of your ability in all
learning activities

Take note of homework or activities to be completed
before the next class

  Pack up when directed and clean the room before leaving
in a calm manner when dismissed



UHS EXPECATIONS 
IN 2026

Relationships

Kindness and Respect is to be displayed by all members
of our community at all times. Build positive relationships
with those around you and look after each other

Uniform
Students are permitted to wear uniform items (bottom half only)
that do not have a logo but they are NOT permitted to wear
tracksuit pants or leggings. All top half uniform must have the
approved UHS Logo as supplied by KLAD. Year 7-9 students can
wear PE Uniform on days they have PE only.

Key to Opportunities
        To access opportunities to attend sports, excursions and camps our staff will work with

families and students to support strong and consistent school attendance. Where
attendance is a concern, the school may work with families to ensure students are

demonstrating a commitment to regular attendance before participating in additional
school opportunities. Students will also be required to demonstrate positive behaviour at
school (no more than three serious behaviour concerns on Compass in a Term) and be

completely up to date with schoolwork.

Laptops are used in the classroom for teaching and learning
purposes only. They must remain closed at all times unless

students are instructed by a teacher to use them.
Students are expected to give teachers 100% of their attention

when being taught in class 

Attention

Energy Drinks are completely banned on school grounds
Water bottles are the only drink permitted in class

NO food permitted in class at all (students can eat at recess/lunch or
during the five minute break between P1 and P2 or P3 and P4 only)

Food & Beverages


