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Staff Contacts 
 

 

Assistant Principal – Later Years Mr Andrew McNeil mcn@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 0424

Later Years Team Leader Mr Matt Lucas luc@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8637 

Year 10 Team Leader Ms Bonnie Zuidland zui@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8611

Careers Resources and Pathways Mr Jeff McMaster mcm@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8659 

Assistant Year 10 Leader Ms Amanda Petrie baa@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8685

Assistant Year 11 Leader Ms Naidene Agostini ago@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8628

Assistant Year 11 Leader Mr Sophie Kanofski kan@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 0490

Assistant Year 12 Leader Mr Michael Flynn fly@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8632

Assistant Year 12 Leader Ms Rebecca Cullinan  cul@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8692

VCAL (atEAST) Coordinator Ms Naidene Agostini ago@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8690

Later Years Administration 

Officer
Ms Jane Sandham san@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8649 

Year 9 Team Leader Ms Summer Blackman bla@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8652

English Domain Leader Ms Jackie Cusack cus@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8663

Health and Physical Education 

Domain Leader 
Ms Bianca Meyers mey@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8612

Humanities Domain Leader Mr Euan Bradley  bra@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8673

Languages Domain Leader Ms Sandrine Prosser pro@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8680

Mathematics and Science Domain 

Leader 
Ms Nadine Boukas bou@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8665

The Arts and Technology Domain 

Leader 
Ms Bethanie Nichol nib@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8619

Screen and Performing Arts Team 

Leader 
Mr Ric Dooley doo@upweyhs.vic.edu.au 9757 8679
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Course Selection Process 
There are three stages involved in students selecting a course of study for 2018: 

1. Student Survey (Information Night) 
An information night will be held on Wednesday 26 July in the Later Years Centre and Aurora Centre.  

× Individualised information from 6.30pm to 7.30pm ð Aurora Centre  

× Formal Presentation at both 7.00pm and repeated at 7.30pm - Later Years Centre 

Staff from the school will be available to discuss courses on offer for Later Years students and subjects available at 

Years 10-12. 

Students will be provided with a Web Preference Access Guide in order to indicate subjects that they intend 

on studying. This is only an indication of subjects they are interested in studying and allows the school to provide 

a student-centered curriculum based on student choice. 

 2. Course Counselling 
Course Counselling will be provided to all students. The key outcome for each counselling session is for the 

student to select their course of study and subjects for 2018.  

Course Counselling for Year 10 into 11 Students 

× Monday 28 August from 1.00pm to 8.00pm 

× Parents required (Instructions for how to book appointments will be provided closer to the date). 

Course Counselling for Year 9 into 10 Students 

× Monday 4 September from 8.50am to 3.10pm 

× Parents welcome (Instructions for how to book appointments will be provided closer to the date). 

Course preferences will be entered during Course Counselling. In order to be enrolled in any study, students 

and parents must complete the Course Confirmation process. 

3. Course Confirmation 
Course Confirmation is a four-step re-enrolment process that requires students and families to: 

1. update all enrolment details 

2. enrol into the VASS system (for VCE/VCAL subjects) 

3. ensure that all elective charges are paid for subjects that they have selected 
(Please be aware that enrolment in any study is not confirmed until full payment is received) 

4. final confirmation of course. 

Course Confirmation is from 4.00pm to 8.00pm on Thursday 14 September or Tuesday 19 

September.  

 
It will be held in the Later Years Centre. 

 

Years 10 into 11 and Years 9 into 10 confirmations can occur on either day. No appointments are necessary. 

  



 

Course Offered - 2018 
Upwey High School offers a variety of pathways for students who are in Years 10-12. We cater for students of all 

abilities and also assist students with disabilities or differing ethnic backgrounds to achieve the appropriate 

pathway. 

Students may be studying subjects within one certificate or across a number of certificates: 

1. Upwey High School (AusVELS) Subjects (Year 10) 

2. VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education) (Years 10-12) 
3. VCE Baccalaureate (Year 12) 

4. VET (Vocational Educational Training) (Years 10-12) 

5. VCAL (Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning) (Years 10-12) 

6. University Enhancement Subjects (Year 11 and 12) 

VCE - Victorian Certificate of Education 
The VCE is usually a two year course administered by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(VCAA). Over the two years, most full time VCE students will undertake a total of 22 to 24 semester length units. 

This is the most common choice for students and is suitable for students who are planning to undertake further 

studies post Upwey High School. At the end of VCE students will obtain an ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission 

Rank). The ATAR determines which institutions that student is eligible to attend. 

Obtaining Your VCE 

Your VCE program is the complete list of VCE units that you study over the time period. To meet the graduation 

requirements of the VCE, each student must satisfactorily complete a total of no fewer than 16 units. 

These units must include: 

× At least 3 units of English with a sequence of both Unit 3 and Unit 4  

Note: The three units of English may be selected from English Units 1 to 4 and Literature Units 1 to 4. 

× Three sequences of Units 3 and 4 other than English 

× The 16 units may include an unlimited number of Vocational Education and Training (VET) units. 

Students will often start their VCE in Year 10. They then will take 6 units each semester in Year 11 and 5 units 

each semester in Year 12; completing their VCE over a three year period. Please note, it is UHS policy for all 

student to undertake 5 studies while in Year 12. 

Satisfactory completion of the VCE depends on the satisfactory completion of the units that make up each of your 

studies. To complete a VCE unit satisfactorily, students must demonstrate achievement of all outcomes for the 

unit. Each unit has between two and four outcomes. 

2018 VCE Studies Offered at Upwey High School 

* Studies that are Optional Subjects and have an associated charge

* Art Japanese Philosophy 

Biology Legal Studies Physical Education 

Business Management Literature Physics 

Chemistry Mathematical Methods * Product Design & Tech – Wood 

Computing Mathematics – Foundation Psychology 

English Mathematics – Further * Studio Arts – General 

* Food Studies Mathematics – Specialist * Studio Arts - Photography 

French Mathematics – General * Systems Engineering 

Health and Human Development * Media * Theatre Studies 

History – 20th Century * Music Performance * Visual Communication and Design 

History – Revolutions   

  



 

VCE Assessment 

Units 1 and 2  

In order to make a decision that a student has satisfactorily completed an outcome the school will set work 

requirement tasks. These tasks will be set and marked within the school. 

Asessment methods used by Year 11 teachers are consistent with VCAA Policy and Upwey High School’s 

Assessment Policy. 

The overall S/N for each Area of Study is determined by whether or not students have demonstrated sufficient key 

knowledge and skills to meet the outcome and satisfied the attendance requirement. 

Units 3 and 4  

In order to make a decision that a student has satisfactorily completed an outcome the school will set work 
requirement tasks. These tasks will be set and marked within the school. Students must also have satisfied the 

attendance requirement. Students will also receive scores based on school assessment. These graded assessments 

are either school assessments or examinations. There are two types of school assessment; SACs or SATs. 

School Assessed Coursework and SACs 

School Assessed Coursework is made up of a number of assessment tasks that are specified in the Assessment 

Guide. 

× These assessment tasks are used to assess the learning outcomes. The assessment tasks are part of the regular 

teaching and learning program, and are also important preparation for examinations. They must be completed 

during class time, and within a limited time frame under direct teacher supervision. 

School Assessed Tasks (SATs)There are several studies which use SATs as an assessment method. School 

Assessed Tasks are undertaken in Art, Design and Technology, Food and Technology, Media, Studio Arts, Systems 

Engineering and Visual Communication and Design. 

A SAT usually reflects a long term piece of work, showing the development of the work through planning and 

drafting to completion. This requires regular sightings of the work in progress by the teacher. 

Examinations 

It is Upwey High School policy that all Later Years students will attend and attempt the examinations to the best of 

their ability and stay for the duration of each exam. 

If a student cannot attend an examination it is imperative that they notify the Later Years Team as soon as possible. 

Where a student is eligible, an application for a Derived Examination Score can be made (see Special Provision). 

VCE - (Baccalaureate) 
Students who satisfactorily complete their VCE with a VCE Languages study and have completed a higher level of 

Mathematics may be eligible to receive an additional award, the VCE Baccalaureate. 

This award within the VCE recognises the challenges of a broad program of study. To be eligible for the VCE 

Baccalaureate, students must have study scores for at least 4 VCE studies and include the following: 

× A score of 30 or above for either English or Literature 

× A VCE Languages study 

× VCE Mathematics Methods (CAS) or Specialist Mathematics 

  



 

VET - Vocational Educational Training 
VET in Schools (VETiS) is a program which allows students to widen their 
horizons by providing study which links their study with vocational  training. 

Students can select a VET program as part of either their VCE or VCAL 

studies. Students, on completion of specific vocational certificates, have the 

advantage that they will receive a National Accredi ed Certificate, as well as 

credit for either VCE or VCAL. 

VET studies contribute directly to completion of the VCE (ie they count as 

units completed) and will contribute to the development of an ATAR ranking 

at the completion of Units 3-4. 

The delivery of VET studies varies depending upon the individual study. The following VET studies are offered on 

site at Upwey High School: 

× Certifi cate II/III in Interactive Digital Media 

× Certifi cate III in Music Industry (Technical Production) 

× Certifi cate II/III in Sport and Recreation 

Students may also access over 35 different VET studies via our membership in the Mullum VET cluster. The Mullum 

Cluster is a cooperative group of 26 Government, Catholic and Independent schools operating in a partnership. 

These studies are typically offered on a Wednesday afternoon (no Year 11 or 12 classes are scheduled at Upwey High 

School on a Wednesday afternoon). 

Please note that any student interested in completing a VET program must attend a compulsory information 
evening delivered by the Mullum Cluster. Students need to enrol online for the program through the Mullum 

Cluster and also nominate VET in their Upwey High School course selections. Payment must be received for 

prior to commencement of the course in order to be enrolled in a VET study through Upwey High 

School 

If studying a VET on a Wednesday afternoon, students attend Upwey High School during periods 1-4, and then 
travel to the location of their VET study. A separate VET handbook is also available at 

www.mullumcluster.vic.edu.au outlining course units and policies and guidelines. 

Any student completing a Certificate II or III program through their part time work please check with our Later 

Years Officer Ms Jane Sandham or Later Years Leader Mr Matt Lucas, to see if the program can be recorded 
on the VASS system. Completion of a Certificate II or III through part-time work does not allow for a student to 

study one less subject while in Years 10-12 at Upwey High School. 

VCAL - Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning 

What is VCAL? 

VCAL is a ‘hands-onõ, work focused certificate 

concentrating on practical experiences and employability 
skills. This is the ideal option for students keen to move 

straight into the workforce via an apprenticeship or 

traineeship. Students can enter the program after 

completing Year 10 or Year 11. 

Our VCAL program is a School Based Apprenticeships and 

Traineeships (SBAT) program. 

The program has limited places and is best suited to students who are certain about a career pathway they would 

like to pursue. Students need to apply for a position. The application includes successful work experience 

placement in the area in which they wish to be employed. The typical weekly program involves: 

× 2 days at school to complete their VCAL units 

× 1 day TAFE (related to the work area) or on the job training 
× 2 days paid work (minimum of 15 hours)  

http://www.mullumcluster.vic.edu.au/


 

Completion of VCAL 

VCAL students study the following subjects: 

× Literacy 

× Numeracy 

× Work Related Skills 

× Personal Development Skills 

In order to gain a VCAL Certificate issued by the VCAA students must obtain the following: 

× Intermediate VCAL (Year 11) students must gain a minimum of 10 credits 

× Senior VCAL (Year 12) students must gain a minimum of 6 units 

Units may be completed via National Certificates as well as successful completion of VCAL units at school. Further 

information about VCAL is also available at  www.vrqa.vic.gov.au 

Outcomes for students include: 

× VCAL certificate (Intermediate or Senior level) and 

× Certificate II or III National Certificate 

× Favourable access to full-time employment or apprenticeship 

atEAST Consortium 

The program is organised in conjunction with our membership of atEAST (a consortium of local secondary 

schools). The organisation assists with work placements, regular visits and oversees the student’s progress. 

We have successfully run this program for over ten years with over 90% of all participants accessing fulltime 
apprenticeships or employment. Some students may be offered a full time apprenticeship during the course of the 

program. 

Students can choose from a wide range of courses and work placements including: Automotive, Retail, Hospitality, 

Horticulture, Cabinet Making, Admin Skills, etc. 

Contact Naidene Agostini for all atEAST information. 

The protocols for entry into the SBAT VCAL program are as follows: 

× 2 weeks of work experience with two different employers in your chosen industry 

× Attend the atEast interview on Wednesday 20 September 

× Attend the atEast Orientation program 

× Current resume and OHS certificates completed. 

University Enhancement Studies 
University enhancement studies provide an opportunity for very able students to undertake first year 

university study while studying the VCE. Depending upon the university program selected, students usually study 

once a week out of school hours and attend a number of on-campus classes during each school semester. 

Subjects are fully accredited with the host university (Melbourne, Monash, La Trobe, Federation or Deakin) and are 
treated as a sixth course of study for ATAR purposes. Upwey High School is a proud partner of Federation 

University with its ‘Destination Fed Uniõ program flexible delivery program at its Berwick Campus. 

Specific information regarding course opportunities is available at the university websites: 

× University of Melbourne Extension Program http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/info/school-students/extension-
program 

× Monash University Extension Program  http://www.monash.edu.au/extension/ 

× LaTrobe University VCE Plus Program http://www.latrobe.edu.au/school/vce-plus 

× Deakin University Extension Studies Program http://www.deakin.edu.au/study-at-deakin/study-options-and-

pathways/vce- extension-studies-program   
× Federation University ôDestination Fed Uniõ Program http://federation.edu.au/future -students/study-at-

feduni/destination-feduni  

Eligible students should have completed a Unit 3-4 sequence in a relevant study area in Year 11 or will be 

undertaking such a study in Year 12. Students should have achieved very high results across all subjects studied the 

http://www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/info/school-students/extension-program
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/info/school-students/extension-program
http://www.monash.edu.au/extension/
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/school/vce-plus
http://www.deakin.edu.au/study-at-deakin/study-options-and-pathways/vce-extension-studies-program
http://www.deakin.edu.au/study-at-deakin/study-options-and-pathways/vce-extension-studies-program
http://www.deakin.edu.au/study-at-deakin/study-options-and-pathways/vce-extension-studies-program
http://federation.edu.au/future-students/study-at-feduni/destination-feduni
http://federation.edu.au/future-students/study-at-feduni/destination-feduni


 

previous year. Students must be studying at least four Units 3-4 sequences in Year 12 and must have completed at 

least five VCE studies at this level by the conclusion of Year 12. 

The enhancement unit of study can only be taken as a sixth subject. Any interested students should contact the 

Assistant Principal for more information regarding University Enhancement Studies at Upwey High School.  

Year 10 Courses in 2018 
It is essential that all Year 9 parents and students attend the Information Night from 6:30 pm – 8.30 pm on 

Wednesday 26 July in the Aurora Centre. The evening will begin with a chance for parents and students to 

ask questions of the Domain Leaders and other teachers.  

This will be followed by a short briefing held in the Later Years Centre covering main aspects of the programs 

offered in the Later Years.  

Further details will be provided on the school website. 

 Please note that information session will be offered at two times: at 7.00pm and again at 7.30pm. 

Year 10 Program 
In Year 10, students are offered a semester-based unit system. A substantial choice is available, students can either 

remain broad in their subject selections, or explore in depth areas of interest. 

× Students will be required to enroll in six units in each semester,  ie 12 units across the year 

× English and Mathematics are compulsory for all students in both semesters (four units) 
× Science, Humanities and Health and Physical Education are compulsory for one semester (three units) 

Students are strongly encouraged to undertake a Year 11 VCE subject as part of their Year 10 course(an 

Enhancement Study) 

× The remaining units across the year can be chosen from any Domain. Students are advised to follow all course 

counselling information and choose subjects that best support their Pathway Plans 

× Students selecting Year 10 Languages will be enrolled for both semesters. 

Studies 

× Selection of a Unit 1 and 2 study in either the Science, Humanities or Health /Physical Education Domains  

× Constitutes the compulsory study in those Domains 

× Most Unit 1 and 2 studies are available, except for English, Physics, Chemistry and Specialist Mathematics. 

Pre Vocational Learning Program - Exploring a VCAL Pathway in Year 10 

Upwey High School is keen to support students who are looking for opportunities to gain skills and knowledge in 

preparation for an early entry into specific areas of apprenticeships/traineeships. 

If interested, students should complete the following subjects: English, Mathematics (including Foundation 
Mathematics), PreCal (offered in semester 2) and strongly consider the inclusion of a VET course in both 

semesters. Other electives can then be selected as per interest. Students must also complete a work placement in 

a selected industry for one week as well as one other week of work experience. 

Students interested in exploring a VCAL pathway should contact Naidene Agostini for further information. 

Please note that selection of this pathway may lead to either a VCE or VCAL pathway in Year 11 in 2019. 

   



 

Year 10 Course Selection 

Course selection requests are due in by Friday 4 August.  

Course Counselling will occur on Monday 4 September 

Please note subjects are confirmed during the course counselling interviews.  

.

Compulsory Units Other Units 

English 

2 semesters

Mathematics 

2 semesters 

Science 

1 semester unit 

Health and Physical 

Ed cati n1 semester 

unit 

Humanities –any unit1 

semester unit 

Choose five other units 

from at least two 

different domains 

Example A ð Basic C e 

Semester 1 Semester 2

English (Compulsory both semesters) English (Compulsory both semesters)

Mathematics (Compulsory both semesters) Mathematics (Compulsory both semesters) 

Science Humanities

Health and Physical Education Choice

Choice Choice

Choice Choice

Example B ð Course with one Enhancement Study 

Semester 1 Semester 2

English (Compulsory both semesters) English (Compulsory both semesters) 

Mathematics (Compulsory both semesters) Mathematics (Compulsory both semesters)

Science Health and Physical Education 

Unit 1 Legal Studies* Unit 2 Legal Studies* 

Choice Choice

Choice Choice

*Constitutes compulsory study of a Humanities Domain subject 

Example C ð Two Enhancement Studies 

Semester 1 Semester 2

English (Compulsory both semesters) English (Compulsory both semesters)

Mathematics (Compulsory both semesters) Mathematics (Compulsory both semesters) 

Unit 1 Biology* Unit 2 Biology* 

Unit 1 Health and Human Development* Unit 2 Health and Human Development* 

Science Choice

Humanities Choice

*Constitutes compulsory study of a Science Domain subject and of a Health/Physical Education Domain subject 

Example D ð Vocational Learning Course 

Semester 1 Semester 2

English (Compulsory both semesters) English (Compulsory both semesters) 

Mathematics or Foundation Mathematics  

(Compulsory both semesters) 

Mathematics or Foundation Mathematics  

(Compulsory both semesters) 

Option: VET study Option: VET study

Choice PreCAL

Choice Choice

Choice Choice

  



 

Year 11 Courses in 2018 
It is essential that all Year 10 parents and students attend the Information Night from 6.00 pm – 8:30 pm on 

Wednesday 26 July in the Aurora Centre and Later Years Centre.  

The evening will begin with a chance for parents and students to ask questions of the Domain Leaders and other 

teachers. This will be followed by a short briefing held in the Later Years Centre covering main aspects of the 

programs offered in the Later Years.  

Further details will be provided on the school website. 

Please note that the information session will be offered at two times: 7.00pm and again at 7.30pm. 

Year 11 Course Selection 

Course selection forms are due in by Friday 4 August.  

Please note subjects are decided during the course counselling interviews. 

Course Counselling interviews will occur on Monday 28 August.  

Parents are encouraged to attend with their child. 

Students who are currently studying a VCE subject in Year 10 are encouraged to continue this study at the 3/4 

level in Year 11. 

Option 1 Tradit ional VCE Course 

Students wishing to attend a tertiary institution should study the VCE. The VCE is a two year course and subjects 

chosen in Year 11 will usually continue with the units in Year 12 as Units 3 and 4. 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

English Unit 1 

VCE Unit 1 

VCE Unit 1 

VCE Unit 1 

VCE Unit 1 

VCE Unit 3 

English Unit 2 

VCE Unit 2 

VCE Unit 2 

VCE Unit 2 

VCE Unit 2 

VCE Unit 4 

Option 2 VCAL ð atEAST (School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship) 

A typical week will be as follows: 

2 days at school to complete VCAL units 

× 1 day TAFE (related to the work area) or on the job training 

× 2 or 3 days paid work (minimum of 15 hours) 

Semester 1 Semester 2

Literacy Unit 1 

Numeracy Unit 1 

Work Related Skills Unit 1 

Personal Development Skills Unit 1 

Literacy Unit 2 

Numeracy Unit 2 

Work Related Skills Unit 2 

Personal Development Skills Unit 2 

 

 

  



 

Year 12 Courses in 2018 

Year 12 Course Counselling 
Current Year 11 students will be counselled on Monday 24 July. Year 12 students will be required to 

study five units each semester. Unit 3/4 selections must be sequential. Students need to take care that they have 
met all the VCE requirements and, if taking on a new subject, that they have a clear understanding of course 

expectations. Students need to plan selections very carefully as it is extremely difficult to make changes during 

Year 12. 

Year 12 Course Selection 
Students should look at prerequisites for further study. Students will be individually counselled regarding 
their choices. No courses will be finalised until later in the year and all students will be informed of their course 

at that time.  

Please note subjects are only finalised during the Pathways interviews. 

Pathways interviews will take place on Monday 24 July. 

Option 1 VCE Course 

Students will continue with VCE subjects from Year 11. Students will normally undertake 5 subjects rather than 6. 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

English Unit 3 (or Literature Unit 3) 

VCE Unit 3 

VCE Unit 3 

VCE Unit 3 

VCE Unit 3 (Can be VET Subject) 

English Unit 4 (or Literature Unit 4) 

VCE Unit 4 

VCE Unit 4 

VCE Unit 4 

VCE Unit 4 (Can be VET Subject) 

Option 2 VCE Course with Enhancement Study 

Students will continue with VCE subjects from Year 11. Students will undertake 5 subjects rather than 6. 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

English Unit 3 (or Literature Unit 3 

VCE Unit 3 

VCE Unit 3 

VCE Unit 3(Can be VET Subject) 

University enhancement study 

English Unit 4 (or Literature Unit 4) 

VCE Unit 4 

VCE Unit 4 

VCE Unit 4(Can be VET Subject) 

University enhancement study 

Option 3 VCAL ð atEAST (School Based Apprenti ceship or Traineeship) 

A typical week will be as follows: 

× 2 days at school to complete VCAL units 
× 1 day TAFE (related to the work area) or on the job training 

× 2 or 3 days paid work (minimum of 15 hours). 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Literacy Unit 3 

Numeracy Unit 3 

Work Related Skills Unit 3 

Personal Development Skills Unit 3 

Literacy Unit 4 

Numeracy Unit 4 

Work Related Skills Unit 4 

Personal Development Skills Unit 4 

 


